The arrangement of the American cichlids into genera is a puzzle of great difficulty.
-Hubbs, 1936: 254
Introduction
The cichlid fish genus Archocentrus was originally proposed as a subgenus of Heros Heckel by Gill (in Gill & Bransford 1877), and later treated as an informal "section" of Cichlasoma Swainson in Regan's (1905) revision of the genus. The generic status of Cichlasoma sensu Regan (1905) , encompassing more than 100 species, has been in a state of uncertainty since Kullander's (1983) restriction of Cichlasoma sensu stricto to 12 South American species. Of the many remaining groups of species formerly referred to Cichlasoma, those
